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FEDERAL FUNDING FOR VETERANS

WHEREAS, George Washington said, “The willingness with which our young people are likely to serve in any
war, no matter how justified, shall be directly proportionate to how they perceive the veterans of carlier wars were

treated and appreciated by their country”; and

WHEREAS, President Lincoln said, in a letter on December 2, 1863 [to George Opdyke and others}, “Honor to the
Soldier, and Sailor everywhere, who bravely bears his country’s cause™; and -

WHEREAS, Brigadier General Casimir Pulaski said, “I came here, where freedom is being defended, to serve, and
to live or die for it and

WHEREAS, when the United States military has been called upon to send forces into harms way, the sons and
daughters of our great County of Cook, in the State of Illinois, have answered the call. These brave men and
women enlisted to serve our country, as citizens of the United States agreed to provide benefits; and

WHEREAS, the legislative bodies of government at all levels have rééognizéd the importance of supporting those
who serve, however, the funding mechanisms for veterans are beset by numerous flaws preventing many veterans
from receiving the financial support they deserve; and '

WHEREAS, there should be mandatory fully-funded and equal benefits for all United States uniformed military,
past, present and future; and - ' R

WHEREAS, our history has demonstrated that many of the debilitating health effects of military conflicts, such as,
post-traumatic stress syndrome, the consequences of exposure to  agent orange during the Vietnam War, the
mysterious effects on veterans associated with the Gulf War may take years to manifest themselves or remain
undetected, although clearly connected to military service.  Additionally, these health problems may manifest
themselves after the current limit of eligibility for related healtheare claims has expired; and

WHEREAS, these veterans, our heroes; have maintained their part of the bargain and now, we the people need to
uphold ours; and : ;

WHEREAS, the United States House of Representative and Senate must ensure that these obligations to our
veterans reach the level of deserving healthcare funding that has been earned and promised for service to our great
country, and as such, be the example of governments on this front.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESQLVED, that the Cook County Board of Commissioners, on behalf of all
citizens of the County of Cook, urge the United States House of Representative and Senate to increase the funding
of veterans’ benefits to the levels necessary to meet our moral obligation for the brave men and women of the
United States military, past, present and future; and

HER RESOLVED, that a suitable copy of this Resolution be prepared and presented to the President

¢/ States and to members of the United States Congress.
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