Cook County Government

Cook County is a county located in the U.S. state of Illinois. As of 2000, the population was 5,376,741, making it the second largest county by population in the United States (after Los Angeles County, California). The county seat is Chicago, the principal city of its metropolitan area; Chicago makes up about 54% of the population of the county, the rest being provided by various suburbs, and Cook County itself makes up 43.3% of the state population as of 2000. Cook County is the 19th largest government in the United States. Cook County. 

As mandated by state law, Cook County government has principal responsibility for the protection of persons and property, the provision for public health services and the maintenance of county highways.

The obligation to protect persons and property, commonly called public safety, is fulfilled by the provision of county judicial and law enforcement services. The Circuit Court of Cook County, which is the largest unified court system in the world - disposing over 6 million cases in 1990 alone, the Cook County Department of Corrections, which is the largest single-site jail in the nation, and the Cook County Juvenile Detention Center, the first juvenile center in the nation and one of the largest in the nation, are solely the responsibility of Cook County government. The Cook County Law Library is the second largest county law library in the nation.

The obligation to provide public health services is fulfilled by the provision of comprehensive medical services to the citizens of the county, regardless of their ability to pay. The Bureau of Health Services administers the county's public health services and is the second largest public health system in the nation. Three hospitals are part of this system: John H. Stroger, Jr. Hospital of Cook County, Provident Hospital, and Oak Forest Hospital of Cook County, along with over 30 outpatient clinics.

The Cook County Highway Department is responsible for the design and maintenance of over 578 miles of roadways in the county. These thouroughfares are mostly composed of major and minor arterials, with a few local roads. Although the Highway Department was instrumental in designing many of the expressways in the county, today they are under the jurisdiction of the state.

The Forest Preserve District, organized in 1915, is a separate, independent taxing body, but the Cook County Board of Commissioners also acts as the Forest Preserve District Board of Commissioners. The District is a belt of 68,000 acres (275 km²) of forest reservations surrounding the City of Chicago. The Brookfield Zoo (managed by the Chicago Zoological Society) and the Chicago Botanic Garden (managed by the Chicago Horticultural Society) are located in the forest preserves.

	Cities
· Berwyn 

· Blue Island 

· Burbank 

· Calumet City 

· Chicago - small part of O'Hare in DuPage 

· Chicago Heights 

· Country Club Hills 

· Countryside 

· Des Plaines 

· Elgin - mostly in Kane County 


	· Evanston 

· Harvey 

· Hickory Hills 

· Markham 

· Northlake 

· Oak Forest 

· Palos Heights 

· Palos Hills 

· Park Ridge
· Rolling Meadows


Towns
· Calumet Park 

· Cicero
Villages
	· Alsip 

· Arlington Heights 

· Barrington - partly in Lake County 

· Barrington Hills - partly in Kane, Lake, McHenry Counties 

· Bartlett - partly in 
DuPage County, very small parcel in Kane County 

· Bedford Park 

· Bellwood 

· Bensenville - primarily in DuPage County 

· Berkeley 

· Bridgeview 

· Broadview 

· Brookfield 

· Buffalo Grove - partly in Lake County 

· Burnham 

· Burr Ridge - partly in DuPage County 

· Chicago Ridge 

· Crestwood 

· Deer Park - primarily in Lake County 

· Deerfield - primarily in Lake County 

· Dixmoor 

· Dolton 

· East Dundee - primarily in Kane County 

· East Hazel Crest 
	· Elk Grove Village - partly in DuPage County 

· Elmwood Park 

· Evergreen Park 

· Flossmoor 

· Ford Heights 

· Forest Park 

· Forest View 

· Frankfort - primarily in Will County 

· Franklin Park 

· Glencoe 

· Glenview 

· Glenwood 

· Golf 

· Hanover Park - partly in DuPage County 

· Harwood Heights 

· Hazel Crest 

· Hillside 

· Hinsdale - partly in DuPage County 

· Hodgkins 

· Hoffman Estates - very small parcel in Kane County 

· Hometown 

· Homewood 

· Indian Head Park 

· Inverness 

· Justice 

· Kenilworth 

· La Grange 

· La Grange Park 

· Lansing 

· Lemont 
	· Lincolnwood 

· Lynwood 

· Lyons 

· Matteson 

· Maywood 

· McCook 

· Melrose Park 

· Merrionette Park 

· Midlothian 

· Morton Grove 

· Mount Prospect 

· Niles 

· Norridge 

· North Riverside 

· Northbrook 

· Northfield 

· Oak Lawn 

· Oak Park 

· Olympia Fields 

· Orland Hills 

· Orland Park 

· Palatine 

· Palos Park 

· Park Forest - partly in Will County 

· Phoenix 

· Posen 

· Prospect Heights 

· Richton Park 

· River Forest 
	· River Grove 

· Riverdale 

· Riverside 

· Robbins 

· Roselle - primarily in DuPage County 

· Rosemont 

· Sauk Village - small parcel in Will County 

· Schaumburg - partly in DuPage County 

· Schiller Park 

· Skokie 
· South Barrington 

· South Chicago Heights 

· South Holland 

· Steger - partly in Will County 

· Stickney 

· Stone Park 

· Streamwood 

· Summit 

· Thornton 

· Tinley Park - partly in Will County 

· University Park - primarily in Will County 

· Westchester 

· Western Springs 

· Wheeling 

· Willow Springs 

· Wilmette 

· Winnetka 

· Woodridge - primarily in DuPage, small section in Will County and a very small parcel in Cook County. 

· Worth 


Trivia
· In the 1980 film The Blues Brothers, the title characters are racing to the offices of the Assessor of Cook County in order to pay the back taxes owed by the orphanage they grew up in. In reality, however, back taxes are paid in the Cook County Treasurer's Office. Further, the film placed the Assessor in the Daley Center for better effect, while both the Assessor and the Treasurer are in the nearby County Building. 

· In the film The Fugitive, jail visitation is placed not in the jail but in the County Building, again for better visual effect. This film also places the lead character in the old Cook County Hospital for some key scenes. 

· In "Otis", an episode of the television series Prison Break, LJ Burrows is sent to a court hearing at the Cook County Courthouse, while his father Lincoln Burrows and his uncle Michael Scofield attempt to take him out of custody by extracting him while he is in the elevator. 

